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Gang! Bang! Bang! The machine 
gum in the penny arcade roared 
away info the stormy night. 
Mite Sloan, the owner, scratched 
his head and grinned. "Sure is a 
lot of noise a fellow can gel for 
a penny," he said to Joe Hands, 
the town constable. 

Joe, the constable of the small 
summer resort on the coast of 
Maine, looked nt the amusement 
area owner and said. "But it sure 
gives the boys good practice." 

A roaring boom crashed over 
the town as flashes of lightning 
momentarily brought daylight 
upon them. The ground rumbled 
and shook under the bursts of 
thunder coming (rom the ikies. 

"Brr," Joe grumbled, as he be- 
gan to button up his raincoat 
"I'd better walk down to the 
beach and make sure the waves 
haven't washed the pier away." 

The rain splattered against Joe's 
coat as he walked into the storm. 
The firing of the machine guns in 
the Arcade toon were swallowed 
up by the bellowing of savage 
winds and the crashing of waves 
on the beach. 

Joe cautiously walked out on 
the hazardous floating pier which 
was tied down by steel cables to 
the beach. The pier beneath him 
rose and fell under the monstrous 
waves as it strained against its 
moorings. 

Suddenly, a huqe wave crashed 
on the beach. Simultaneously a 
bolt of thunder rumbled through 
the skyy. Then, as if by some 



myotic magic, a huge eggshell of 
steel came sweeping up on the 
beach. 

Joe gulped, as he gaied at the 
giant steel shell. Before his eyes, 
the water bubbles and seawash 
drainod off the side of the shell 
revealing a flaming swastika on it. 

"Gad !" he gasped. "A Nazi 
sub!" 

The hatchway of the sub 
opened aand one by one the crew 
swarmed out onto the beach. Joe 
heard a Naii sailor cry out, "We 
are saved The miracles of our 
Fuehrer are with us." 

The commander of the Nam 
yelled in a hoarse voice. "Quick, 
we muit capture the town and cut 
off all communications. Then we 
will be able to repair and refuel 
the ship " 

Joe raced off the pier and onto 
the sandy beach "I got to warn 
the villagers!" he gasped, as he 
ran. 

A bolt of lightning crashed, re- 
vealing him clearly, as ho raced 
for the village. 

"Someone's running over 
there'" a hoarse German voice 
cried out. "Shoot him down'" 

Instantly, several rifle shots were 
heard Joe tensed He could 
almost feel the whining leod pel 
lets whining past his ears. 

A gasping and panting Joe 
reached the arcade. "NAZIS 
ARE COMING! Quick, get me 
some wire and shut off the lights." 
he blurted out, between gasps. 

Several minutes later, the Naii 



sailors cautiously entered th.- 
town, now in a complete blackout. 
"Careful," said the commander. 



"They ino- . 



■ here." 



Suddenly, several pistol shots 
rang out into the night. From the 
darkened houses, occupied by the 
villagers, came flashes of light as 
bullets whined through the dark 
streets. The villagers fired with 
deadly accuracy. The Naii com- 
mander winced as a shot pierced 
his shoulder Two other Nazis 
fell to the ground, victims of sharp 
eyes. Before the invaders could 
return any of the Tire, the roar- 
ing staccato of a machine gun 
joined the carnage. From the 
barrel, a stream of light illumi- 
nated the town square. where the 
Nazis were huddled together like 
trapped animals 

"Ach! We are ambushed." 
the wounded commander shouted 
out. "We surrender!" 

One by one the men dropped 
their guns and followed the action 
of their commander 

Out of hiding came the vil- 
lagers. Quickly, they picked up 
the guns of the captives. Joe 
Hands looked about and saw the 
Nazis were well covered by their 
own guns. He turned to the 
amusement owner and said. "Mike. 

Eau can take your electric guns 
ack to the arcade with you. The 
war is over." 

"Sure." grinned Mike. "It cer- 
tainly was plenty of noise for a 
penny's worth of electricity." 
THE END 
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As Frank Cootfer of the Secret Service en 
the circus grourtdi.Xhe could see the lights f^om 
the Putnam Aircraft plant nearby. 

Glad Jjrfn»k°^ dut V ,hfrt tomghiA be 
(nought:^*! wjajdn't miss this circus (or and 

wo,i5Y- f/m \ \\ 

. Afltit (hy;rnj.ih performance. i*rank wctH 10 
the sidkhoy\Hc^Blch»d the swflrd-sfljjllow*^ 
and the\fite eaW But what amazed bim most 
was the midget A'tmy Bran l*as.itian tnwtttL . 
high! His suit and sr^|were/v*ry liny. rV>fiK / 
could not bflp\jooli'ing\^u MM whijc*,ai\nm ' 
small intriguing figure. \V I V /^Ss' \ 

Finally. Frank left tbr^Mcshow'aad^it^tefl 
home, passing close yr ibcPpM. 
dcnly. as- he approach *"~ 
be beard\tw sound ' 
vice, men* y*fc' st 
mid«,stopa*-C — * 




Ktcc^snillUct^t off 
ling, and .removed ihi 
I bSmbft. 
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posing rodl 

left the ro . 

door. But when he^oTTMik. the; plans 

gone! Gone! And'the door was locked! 1 can't * 

understand it!" u ^-/ / 

"What about a window'" Frar ii/asked. 

"There is no window in the roo a!" the 
tain exclaimed >^ r 

The iwo m.-n went inio the can posing i 
and Frank began to search for due ;. 
It's no use!" Harvey insistcdN. 
been able to find a single clue." 

Bui Frank was not listening- He wasToolf-i 
ing ai an objeel which be had picked up~+mrrj 
the floor. He put it quickly into his pocket, ana 
looked about the room carefully. Then h 
ed to (he Captain 

"Chief. I'm going back to the circus g 
They've got a swell sideshow there, and I want 
to see it again!" 

Harvey, stared ai young Cooper. "Well. I 
suppose you can do a* you please on your night 
oft. Frank. Bui I don't see what you can like 
about a circus sideshow!" 

Frank grinned and left Again, in the side- 
show. Frank stopped in front of the tiny man. 



Suddenly, he reached out ah 
midget; from his platform. 

"Yftu're coming with m# 
showing hisbadge. A\\ 

Af U»* dircr.i(i (jcio.ty-. frank* earned the 
midget.^ toff be room w/ierfcjM^Ris«J * iat ' d'*"-*^ 
appeJntd. ,The Captaiir was trtereSAX 

'££&'. What/nhis all abdui^V 

SnWVfliis tinar^fellow stole thOsc^p^ns. do 

The>praget -OaHighed "Thai's the funniest 
^verprird! What do 1 want any plans 

it off the tiny man. 
" the missing plans 

wholeatfcyyOwf.'' Frank ex- 

" t Jraahrfd wi» valu. *.o for- 

gefvern'meht's plane secrets. 

r into the, plant without de- 

any plans that were lying 

composing room has no win- 

a large ventilator system here. It 

, utter for the tiny man to move 

frAugh theVstem! He watched Hansen leave 

ffifom. the* he opened the grate and stepped 

'stole the pins, and got out the same way he 

in*V \V 

tptain Harw'-JKratcheJ his head. "But tell 
■•Frank, whjt iude you connect the theft 
with thtmSdgct iir^jjjteal?« ? " 

Frank removed ati>^faurtqri from his pock- 
e* "I founcKihiiTniifonTBt th^ floor in here. 
The midget nufs^hTffiyV*"' 'Impose when he 
emerged from theS«nTtfaror-sysWm! When I 
saw it. I thought irrmfchatelv^if the tiny 
clothes I saw the midgclNwafurt in the side- 
show When I went back^i rfii J saw that a 
umon was missing from his*oat,w> I knew 1 
hit on the answer to theaheff}! And as I 
him here. I could feeljtfie fljans inside 
\ the ljrtjng of his coat!" 

1 Th* dejected midget was lct«Jifl»y. as young 
\CoHper and Captain Harvey left the factory 
f"#*\\' Frank, you've done a good job. Are you 
■^going home now*" 

Frank laughed. I should say not. Chief. I'm 
going to the circus* I think I can see the side 
show again before their last performance for the 
night!" 

—The End — 
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